Comprehensive Inventor's Checklist

1. Idea Conception
e Clearly define your invention or idea.
e Document your idea thoroughly, including drawings and written descriptions.

Why? Clear documentation ensures clarity of the invention’s originality and scope.

2. Conduct Preliminary Research
e Perform an online search to gauge existing products or solutions.
e Assess market demand and potential competition.

Why? Early research helps identify the viability and uniqueness of your invention.

3. Detailed Prior Art Search
e Perform an in-depth prior art search (existing patents and published documents).
e Identify potential barriers or existing technologies that may conflict.

Why? Ensures your invention is novel and patentable.

4. Refine Your Invention
e Use insights from prior art and market research to refine your invention.
e Improve functionality, efficiency, and market appeal.

Why? Refinement ensures market readiness and patent strength.

5. Evaluate Patentability
e Assess novelty, non-obviousness, and utility of your invention.
e Consult with a patent professional for expert evaluation.

Why? To confirm your invention meets all legal criteria for patent protection.

6. Build a Prototype (Optional, but Recommended)

e Develop a functional prototype or detailed CAD drawings.

Why? Demonstrating feasibility and refining your invention's features improves patent
strength and investor interest.

7. Choose Your Patent Strategy
e Decide between a provisional patent application (temporary protection, less
expensive) or a utility patent application (full protection).



Why? Strategic selection based on development stage and budget.

8. File a Provisional Patent Application
e Prepare and submit a provisional application (if chosen).
e Secure "patent pending" status for 12 months.

Why? Early protection while finalizing details.

9. Market and Feasibility Analysis
e Conduct a comprehensive market analysis.
o Identify target demographics and sales strategies.

Why? Validates market potential and refines your go-to-market strategy.

10. File Utility (Non-Provisional) Patent Application

e Draft and file the utility application within 12 months of provisional filing (or
immediately, if not using a provisional).

Why? Ensures comprehensive legal protection of your invention.

11. Patent Prosecution
e Respond promptly to USPTO office actions and examiner inquiries.
e Amend claims as necessary to secure patent approval.

Why? Maintains momentum toward obtaining an enforceable patent.

12. Build a Strategic Patent Portfolio
e File additional patents to strengthen protection (covering improvements, methods,
applications).

Why? Enhances overall value and defensibility of your invention in the market.

13. Product Development & Manufacturing
e Refine prototype for mass production.
e Choose manufacturing methods, partners, and supply chains.

Why? Efficient production process sets stage for successful market launch.

14. Branding and Trademark Protection
e Develop brand identity (logo, name, packaging).
e File for trademark protection.

Why? Protects your brand and creates customer recognition.



15. Regulatory Compliance and Testing
¢ Identify relevant regulatory standards (e.g., FDA, FCC, UL).
e Complete required product testing and certifications.

Why? Ensures product compliance and legal market entry.

16. Market Entry & Commercialization
e Launch marketing campaigns and sales strategies.
e Develop distribution channels (online, retail, wholesale).

Why? Maximizes market exposure and sales potential.

17. Licensing or Strategic Partnerships
e Evaluate opportunities for licensing or partnerships.
e Negotiate agreements leveraging your IP portfolio.

Why? Creates additional revenue streams and expands market reach.

18. Monitor & Enforce IP Rights
e Regularly monitor for infringement.
e Take legal action as necessary to protect your patent.

Why? Maintains the integrity and profitability of your invention.



